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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT a public hearing will be held for the Bedford Union 
Armory Project. The purpose of the hearing is to receive comments related to the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), which received a Notice of Completion on 
May 19, 2017. The public hearing has been scheduled for the following 
date/time/location: 
 
September 19, 2017 at 9 a.m.  
Manhattan Municipal Building 
1 Centre Street, Mezzanine level (access through the North Entrance) 
New York, New York, 10007 
 
Interpretation services can be accommodated upon request by calling or emailing the 
contact person below at least 1 week prior to the hearing. 
 
Comments on the DEIS will be accepted until 5 p.m. on Friday, September 29, 2017 
and may be submitted at the hearing, or to the contacts below. 
 
The City of New York is proposing a series of land use actions to facilitate the 
redevelopment of the historic Bedford Union Armory (the “Armory”) located at 1555 
Bedford Avenue (the “Project Site”) in the Crown Heights neighborhood of Brooklyn. 
The New York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC), on behalf of the 
City of New York, will be the applicant for the zoning text amendment, zoning map 
amendment, special permit for a large-scale plan, and parking related special permit 
actions. The Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) is the applicant 
only for the disposition action (the actions are referred to collectively as the “Proposed 
Actions”).  
 
The redevelopment of the historic Armory would result in approximately 390 residential 
dwelling units (DUs), including approximately 177 affordable DUs; up to 48,997 gross 
square feet (gsf) of office space; up to 18,122 gsf of academic space; approximately 
72,252 gsf of community facility space; and a minimum of 118 parking spaces 
(collectively, the “Proposed Development”). Should the 18,122 gsf of academic space 
be determined infeasible, 25 additional DUs (including 14 affordable DUs) would be 



incorporated into the Proposed Development in lieu of the 18,122 gsf of academic 
space and associated office space (approximately 8,278 gsf). Bedford Courts LLC (the 
“Selected Developer”) was chosen to redevelop the Armory in a way that responds to 
the comments and guidance received from the community and local elected officials 
during a comprehensive outreach campaign led by NYCEDC.  
 
Used by the military between its opening circa 1908, through its decommissioning in 
2011, the Armory has been found eligible to be listed on the State and National 
Registers of Historic Places (S/NR) by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation (OPRHP). The Armory is composed of three main sections, 
the Head House, Drill Shed, and Stables sections, as well as a garage addition that was 
constructed in three phases between 1917 and 1931. As part of the Proposed 
Development, the most dominant portions of the existing historic Armory, including the 
Head House and Drill Shed would be preserved and rehabilitated to include a 
community recreational facility, office programming, and event space for the 
community. The Armory’s Stables would be replaced with a new approximately 80,630 
gsf condominium building that would include up to 60 DUs, with up to 12 DUs (20% of 
the total) set aside as affordable for-sale units. The garage, which is located on the 
eastern side of the Project Site, would be replaced with a new approximately 348,792 
gsf mixed-income rental building with approximately 50% affordable DUs, that may also 
include academic and office space. 
 
With the Proposed Actions, the portion of the Project Site on which the condominium 
building would be built would be sold to the Selected Developer. The remainder of the 
Project Site, including the Armory’s existing Drill Shed, Head House, and garage, would 
be disposed of through a long-term ground-lease between the City and the Selected 
Developer. The Project Site would be also be rezoned from R6 to R7-2 with a C2-4 
commercial overlay in addition to participation in the Mandatory Inclusionary Housing 
(MIH) program, which requires the approval of a Zoning Text Amendment to map the 
Project Site as a Mandatory Inclusionary Housing Area (“MIHA”) in Appendix F of the 
New York City Zoning Resolution. To address the unique circumstances created by 
preserving the Armory’s Drill Shed and Head House, the Proposed Actions include a 
special permit to create a "large-scale general development" ("LSGD"), as well as a 
special permit to reduce the parking requirements for accessory group parking facilities. 
The LSGD special permit and reduction in accessory residential off-street parking 
spaces would allow the Proposed Development to meet the project goals of maximizing 
on-site affordable housing while preserving and maintaining the existing Drill Shed and 
Head House to the largest extent practicable. 
 
In addition, the Selected Developer may receive public financing by the NYC 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) and/or the NYC Housing 
Development Corporation (HDC) to facilitate the Proposed Development. Depending on 
the public funding source additional review under the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQRA) may be required at a later time.  
 
The DEIS analyzed the potential environmental impacts of the Proposed Actions and 
disclosed the potential for significant adverse impacts with regard to historic resources, 
transportation (traffic), and construction impacts (traffic and noise). The DEIS identified 
measures and/or potential measures that would fully or partially mitigate most 



significant adverse impacts; some impacts would remain unmitigated. Between DEIS 
and Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), potential mitigation measures will be 
studied further to determine whether they are feasible and whether any significant 
adverse impacts would remain unmitigated. The DEIS considered alternatives to the 
Proposed Actions that included a No-Action Alternative and a No Unmitigated 
Significant Adverse Impacts Alternative.  
 
Copies of the Notice of Completion, the DEIS, and Final Scope Work are available for 
review from the contact listed below and on the website of the Mayor’s Office of 
Environmental Coordination at www.nyc.gov/oec.  
 

Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination 
Attn: Esther Brunner, Deputy Director 
253 Broadway, 14th Floor 
New York, New York 10007 
Phone: 212-676-3293, Email: ebrunner@cityhall.nyc.gov 

 

Lead Agency:  Office of the Deputy Mayor for Housing and Economic 
Development  
Hilary Semel, Assistant to the Mayor 
253 Broadway, 14th Floor  
New York, New York 10007  
(212) 676-3273, Email: hsemel@cityhall.nyc.gov 

 
Sponsoring Agency:  New York City Economic Development Corporation  

Attn: Aileen Gorsuch, Senior Planner 
110 William Street, New York, New York 10038  
(212) 312-4226, Email: agorsuch@edc.nyc 

 

This Notice of Public Meeting has been prepared pursuant to Article 8 of the New York 
State Environmental Conservation Law (SEQRA), its implementing regulations found at 
6 NYCRR Part 617, and the Rules of Procedure for City Environmental Quality Review 
found at 62 RCNY Chapter 5, and Mayoral Executive Order 91 of 1977, as amended 
(CEQR). 


