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14th National Black Writers Conference 

“Gathering at the Waters: Healing, Legacy and Activism in Black Literature” 
Thursday, March 22, 2018 – Sunday, March 25, 2018 

 

The National Black Writers Conference (NBWC) is bi-annual gathering of local, regional, and nationally 
celebrated writers, scholars, literary professionals, students, and lovers of Black literature. 2018 marks 
the 14th conference at Medgar Evers College, CUNY since its beginning in 1986. Attendees discuss topics 
related to Black writers, listen to writers read from their work, engage at a variety of workshops, and 
fellowship with other supporters of Black literature. 
 
The 2018 theme for NBWC is “Gathering at the Waters: Healing, Legacy, and Activism in Black 
Literature.” The goal this year is to acknowledge issues of social inequality and injustices while exploring 
the ways in which Black writers use their work to explore and convey messages that heal and restore our 
individual and collective selves. 
 
Presented by the Center for Black Literature at Medgar Evers College (CBL), the four-day conference will 
be held at Medgar Evers College from Thursday, March 22, to Sunday, March 25, 2018. Dr. Myrlie Evers-
Williams will serve as the Honorary Chair for the Conference. Award-winning writers Colson Whitehead, 
Kwame Dawes, David Levering Lewis, Susan L. Taylor, speculative fiction writers Steven Barnes and 
Tananarive Due, and cultural historian Eugene B. Redmond are the 2018 Honorees. 
 
THE MISSION OF THE CENTER FOR BLACK LITERATURE 
The mission is to expand, broaden and enrich the public’s knowledge and aesthetic appreciation of the 
value of Black literature. Through a series of programs that build an audience for the reading, discussion 
and critical analysis of contemporary Black literature and that serve as a forum for the research and study 
of Black literature, the Center convenes and supports various literary programs and events such as author 
readings and book signings, writing workshops, panel discussions, conferences and symposia. It is the only 
center devoted to this in the country. 
 
For more information, call at (718) 804-8883 or visit www.centerforblackliterature.orgp. On social media, 
join the conversation at: 

• Facebook: @CenterForBlackLiterature + @NationalBlackWritersConference 
• Twitter: @Center4BlackLit 
• Instagram: @Center4BlackLit 
• Hashtags: #NBWC2018 #BlackWritersMEC 

http://www.centerforblackliterature.orgp/

